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Robert Feder

'Democracy Now!' adds voice to cable

February 2, 2006

BY ROBERT FEDER SUN-TIMES COLUMNIST

An independent left-
leaning national news
program featuring in-
depth interviews and
debates on serious
issues is coming to
Chicago public access
television for the first
time.

Starting Feb. 15,
"Democracy Now!" will
air from 7 to 8 a.m.
weekdays on Chicago
Access Network (CAN
TV) Channel 19.

Hosted by Amy
Goodman and Juan
Gonzalez, the New York-based program boasts that it provides viewers
"access to people and perspectives rarely heard in the U.S. corporate-
sponsored media."

Goodman, who doubles as executive producer, began the show on radio in
1996 as an alternative to mainstream news coverage. It is syndicated to
more than 350 television, radio and satellite outlets.

Because its producers do not accept advertising or donations from
corporations or governments, funding comes entirely from listeners, viewers
and foundations.

To accommodate the move, Channel 19 will start its broadcast day one hour
earlier at 7 a.m., according to Barbara Popovic, executive director of CAN
TV. She acknowledged that the addition of the national news show "goes a
little beyond our local mission."

"Democracy Now!" comes to Chicago via a cooperative effort involving CAN
TV and several nonprofit and media activist groups, including the Chicago
Instructional Technology Foundation, Chicago Media Action and Free
Speech TV.



Speech TV.

Dialing: Way out west

*"Those Were the Days" hits the road: Starting this weekend, Chuck
Schaden will originate his weekly showcase for old-time radio programs from
the House of Broadcasting, a radio and television museum in Scottsdale,
Ariz. He'll be there on a working vacation through April while co-host Ken
Alexander and his crew remain in the studio here.

"It's a bit of a nod to Arthur Godfrey who, in his radio heyday, broadcast his
weekday morning radio show every Friday from his home in the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia while his cast stayed back in New York," Schaden
recalled.

"Those Were the Days" airs from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturdays on the College of
DuPage's WDCB-FM (90.9) and streams online at: www.wdcb.org.

Kicking off Jack Benny Month, this weekend's show features classic Benny
broadcasts from the 1940s and '50s.

*It will be "Nine Loves the '80s Weekend" at "Nine FM," the Newsweb Corp.
simulcast combo on WDEK-FM (92.5), WKIE-FM (92.7) and WRZA-FM
(99.9) and online at: www.weplayanything.com.

Starting at 9 a.m. Friday, the station will showcase the music, news and
styles of the decade.

*Ben Calhoun, deputy news director at WBEZ-FM (91.5), has been named
political reporter at the Chicago Public Radio station. The Milwaukee native
and graduate of Oberlin College joined WBEZ as an intern in 2000. He also
worked as a production assistant, newsroom coordinator and assignment
editor/reporter.

In his new role, he succeeds Carlos Hernandez Gomez, who joined Tribune
Co.-owned CLTV as a political reporter.

*Steve Perun, the Chicago native and Top 40 programming consultant who
made his mark as a programmer at ABC-owned WLS-AM/FM (890/94.7) in
the early 1980s, is the man behind the latest music and talent changes at
Clear Channel Radio's WKSC-FM (103.5).

Earlier this week, "Kiss FM" added Marc "Tic Tak" Allen and his entourage
called "The Freak Show" to the afternoon lineup.

Perun played a similar role in revamping Clear Channel outlets in Los
Angeles and Dallas.

Tracking: Sales call

*Jim Sullivan, vice president and director of sales at WBBM-Channel 2, was
promoted Wednesday to president of national sales for the CBS Television
Stations. He succeeds Tom Kane, who recently moved up to president and
chief executive officer of the division.

Joe Ahern, president and general manager of the CBS-owned station here,
said he will conduct a nationwide search for Sullivan's replacement.

*Roshni Hannon, former morning news producer at NBC-owned WMAQ-
Channel 5 and executive producer at CLTV, has been hired as executive
producer at WFTS-TV, the ABC affiliate in Tampa, Fla. She most recently
was senior broadcast manager at Wheatley & Timmons public relations.

*Private services will be held Saturday for Roger De-Wert, who retired in
1993 after 30 years as a news cameraman and assignment editor at Tribune
Co.-owned WGN-Channel 9. Mr. DeWert, who died Sunday at Northwest
Community Healthcare in Arlington Heights, was 70.
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Alcohol & Drug Treatment
Affordable sophisticated and highlysuccessful alcohol /drug treatment.
www.pachills.com

NonProfit Graduate Degree
Get A Degree To Launch Your Career!Highly Accredited and Flexible.
www.RegisUniversityOnline.org

Structural Workshop, LLC
Experts in Foundations andResidential Engineering and Repairs
www.structuralworkshop.com

MemberClicks: Non-Profit
Nonprofit web site and organizationmanagement database software.
www.memberclicks.com

Easy Fundraising Ideas
Quick profit for your group! Lastyear 10,000,000 bought our products
www.fundraising.entertainment.com
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